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Invited Speakers continued
Taher Omari

Title of Presentation 
Assessment of Dysphagia Using Manometry and Impedance: Where 
are we going?

Speaker Biography 
Taher Omari is a physiologist with a longstanding interest in 
gastroesophageal reflux disease and dysphagia, both at the basic and 
applied level. His aim in research is to translate these findings into 
potential new therapies and diagnostic tests for paediatric reflux and 
motility disorders. He is a Senior Research Fellow of the Australian 
National Health and Medical Research Council and is based in the 
Departments of Gastroenterology, Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
and Paediatrics, University of Adelaide.

John Puntis
Title of Presentation 
Prevention and Treatment

Speaker Biography 
Following postgraduate training in 
Birmingham, Dr Puntis moved to Leeds 
(Yorkshire, UK) in 1990 as director of 
neonatal intensive care before developing a 

gastroenterology and nutrition service. Dr Puntis leads a nutritional 
support team (including home PN service) in the General Infirmary at 
Leeds, co-located with one of the three UK national paediatric liver 
units. He is an honorary senior lecturer in the Department of Child 
Health, University of Leeds, and has been a member of the nutrition 
committees of ESPGHAN, the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child 
Health, and the British Society of Paediatric Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition.

Alberto Ravelli

Title of Presentation 
The Role of Investigations in Diagnosis and 
Management

Speaker Biography 
Affiliation: Head, GI Pathophysiology and 
Gastroenterology, University Department of 
Paediatrics, Children’s Hospital, Brescia (Italy)

Post-graduate education: Specialist in Liver and Metabolic Disease, 
University of Milan. Specialist in Paediatric Gastroenterology, 
Department of Child Health University of London.

Current position: Consultant Paediatric Gastroenterologist and 
Hepatologist, University Department of Paediatrics, Children’s 
Hospital, Brescia. Honorary Professor of Paediatric Gastroenterology, 
School of Medicine University of Brescia.

Previous positions: Research Fellow, Department of Child Health 
University of London, and Clinical Assistant, Department of 
Gastroenterology at the Hospital for Sick Children Great Ormond 
Street, London (1989-1992).

Memberships: Italian Society of Paediatric Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition, European Society for Paediatric 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, American 
Gastroenterological Association.

Authorship: Over 100 publications on peer-reviewed journals, 10 
book chapters and 200 invited lectures at national and international 
congresses. Former Associate Editor of the JPGN.

Major clinical and research interests: food allergy and other 
immune-mediated GI disorders, functional and motility disorders.

Angelo Ravelli

Title of Presentation 
Rheumathological Diseases and the Liver

Speaker Biography 
Angelo Ravelli is the Associate Professor of 
Paediatrics at the University of Genoa, Italy. He 
is a paediatric rheumatologist with more than 
20 years of experience in the care of children 

with rheumatic diseases. His current research interests include 
development and validation of new outcome measures for chronic 
rheumatic disorders, proposal of new classification parameters for 
juvenile idiopathic arthritis, and development of new diagnostic 
guidelines for macrophage activation syndrome complicating 
systemic juvenile idiopathic arthritis. Prof. Ravelli is author or 
co-author of more than 180 full-length papers in international 
peer-reviewed scientific journals. He has been an invited speaker 
at more than 50 international meetings, invited lecturer in more 
than 10 international institutions, and invited expert in more than 
20 international workshops. He is the Associate Editor of Paediatric 
Rheumatology and Assistant Editor of Clinical and Experimental 
Rheumatology and is part of the editorial board of The Journal of 
Rheumatology. Has served as reviewer for more than 30 international 
scientific journals.

Richard Russell

Title of Presentation 
Crohn’s Colitis:Does the Colitis Phenotype 
Change our Approach

Speaker Biography 
Dr Richard K. Russell MB ChB, MRCPCH,  
MRCP, PhD. 
Consultant Paediatric Gastroenterologist and 

Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer 
Dalnair Street, Yorkhill Hospital, Glasgow, Scotland.

I am currently one of five consultant paediatric gastroenterologists 
working in Yorkhill Children’s hospital in Glasgow where I am the 
lead for IBD services. I am one of two Paediatric leads in the UK 
wide IBD audit and am a member of the UK (BSPGHAN) IBD working 
group. I have recently participated in the production of the joint 
ESPGHAN/ECCO guideline on acute severe colitis in children. My 
main research interest is paediatric IBD and I have presented and 
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published widely on this subject. I have previously lead a national 
multicentre study investigating the genetics of early onset 
inflammatory bowel disease in Scotland that resulted in the award 
of a PhD in 2007. The study is now in its 8th year and has recruited 
more than 700 children with IBD from across Scotland. This ongoing 
work is currently supported by a Medical Research Council grant for 
PICTS (G0800675).

Kate Russo

Title of Presentation 
Psychological and Non-Medical Involvement in 
Transition

Speaker Biography 
Kate Russo is a Chartered Clinical Psychologist 
in the UK who specialises in paediatrics. For 
the last ten years she has worked at the Royal 

Belfast Hospital for Sick Children with young people with a variety of 
acute, chronic and life limiting medical conditions. In her clinical role 
she has worked within a range of multidisciplinary teams ensuring 
that the psychosocial needs of young people and their families are 
considered in addition to their medical needs. She has a special 
interest in cystic fibrosis. 

Kate is also Assistant Course Director for the Doctoral Clinical 
Training Program at Queen’s University Belfast, where she helps to 
train clinical psychologists, and engages in research exploring the 
experiences of those with chronic health problems. She also runs a 
private consultancy where she undertakes patient self-management 
groups, and educates multidisciplinary teams on psychological issues 
in chronic illness.

Veronique Sirot

Title of Presentation 
Potential Risks of Fish Consumption

Speaker Biography 
Véronique Sirot is a doctor of epidemiology 
and public health, and scientific coordinator 
since 2005 in the Methodological Support and 
Studies relating to Substances Unit, belonging 

to the Health Food Directorate of the French Agency for Food, 
Environmental and Occupational Health Safety (ANSES). She is in 
charge of national studies on exposure to food chemicals and is the 
expert for European Food Safety Agency (EFSA) for a working group 
on Total Diet Studies which are standardized studies recommended 
by WHO for the evaluation of chemical exposure through the whole 
diet. She also works on the risk and benefit evaluations of food 
intake and especially of seafood intake. Author and co-author of 
about fifteen articles in the field of dietary exposure and risk/benefit, 
she also participates actively in several research projects.

Nikhil Thapar

Title of Presentation 
Contemporary Initiatives for a Classic Disorder: 
Is the Time Right?

Speaker Biography 
Dr Nikhil Thapar BSc(hon) BM(hon) MRCP 
MRCPCH PhD 
Senior Lecturer and Honorary Consultant in 

Paediatric Gastroenterology,Centre for Paediatric Gastroenterology, 
UCL Institute of Child Health and Great Ormond Street Hospital, 
London, United Kingdom. 

Nikhil Thapar is Senior Lecturer and Honorary Consultant in 
Paediatric Gastroenterology at UCL Institute of Child Health and 
Great Ormond Street Hospital where he co-leads a specialist 
paediatric neurogastroenterology and motility disorders clinical 
service. This service is the designated national referral centre 
for the diagnosis and management of childhood intestinal 
pseudo-obstruction. In addition to state of the art diagnostic 
and clinical facilities, the unit hosts an integrated research team 
studying the pathogenesis and treatment of gut motility disorders 
(including molecular mechanisms, stem cell therapies, gut tissue 
engineering). Dr Thapar sits on the council of the British Society 
of Paediatric Gastroenterology Hepatology and Nutrition as chair 
of the research group, the research committee of the British 
Society of Gastroenterology and represents ESPGHAN on the UEGF 
‘Future trends Committee’. He is actively involved with ESPGHAN 
teaching activities including the Summer Schools and Young 
Investigator’s Forum and is co-founder of the Academy of Paediatric 
Gastroenterology.

Dan Turner

Title of Presentation 
Management of Acute Severe Ulcerative Colitis

Speaker Biography 
Dr Turner graduated Medical School at Ben 
Gurion University of the Negev, Israel in 1999.
After completing his residency in Paediatrics 
at Shaare Zedek Medical Centre, Jerusalem, 

Dr Turner carried out a fellowship in Paediatric Gastroenterology 
for three years at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada.
During his fellowship, Dr Turner focused on inflammatory bowel 
diseases in children, including Crohn’s Disease and Ulcerative 
Colitis. In 2007 Dr Turner received his Ph.D. in Clinical Epidemiology 
from the University of Toronto. Dr Turner has been awarded many 
international awards of excellence for his research and clinical work 
in the field of IBD. He is a Senior Lecturer at the Medical School of 
The Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Dr Turner currently heads the 
Paediatric Gastroenterology and Nutrition Unit at Shaare Zedek 
Medical Centre, Jerusalem and leads the local paediatric IBD centre.
Dr Turner has been involved in numerous multicentre clinical and 
outcome studies in Paediatric IBD.
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Invited Speakers continued
Heiko Witt

Title of Presentation 
Hereditary Pancreatitis – Update

Speaker Biography 
Professor of Paediatric Gastroenterology and 
Nutrition at the Technical University Munich 
(TUM), Germany.

1990 - 1995	 Study of Medicine in Berlin, Germany

1995 - 1998	 Institute of Laboratory Medicine and 		
	 Pathobiochemistry, Charité

1999 - 2004	 Department of Paediatrics, Division of Paediatric 	
	 Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Charité

2004 - 2008	 Department of Gastroenterology (Internal Medicine), 	
	 Charité

Since 04/2008	 Professor Department of Paediatrics & Else Kröner-	
	 Fresenius-Zentrum (EKFZ), TUM, Munich

Research Focus: 
Genetics of pancreatic diseases, inflammatory bowel disease, and 
liver diseases

Awards and Honours: 
2000	 Young Investigator Award, 1st World-Congress of 	
	 Paediatric Gastroenterology, USA

2000	 Charité Research Prize

2003	 Socio Honorario of the “Società di Medicina e 	
	 Scienze Naturali dell´Università di Parma”

2003	 Dr Norbert Henning-Prize of Gastroenterology

State of the Art Lecture

Michael Camilleri

Title of Presentation 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome in IBD Patients  
Functional GI Disorder:From the Basic Science 
to Treatment

Speaker Biography 
Michael Camilleri, M.D., is a consultant in the 
Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 

Department of Internal medicine at Mayo Clinic in Rochester Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota. He holds the academic rack of Professor of 
Medicine and Physiology and is the Atherton and Winifred W. Bean 
Professor. He is currently Medical Director of the Department of 
Development at the May Clinic. Dr Camilleri attended the University 
of Malta Medical School. He completed a residency at St. Luke’s 
University Hospital in Malta and a clinical residency, fellowship and 
research in internal medicine and gastroenterology at Hammersmith 
Hospital, University of London, United Kingdom, receiving a Masters 
degree in Physiology. In addition, he completed research and a 
clinical fellowship at Mayo Graduate School. He was elected Fellow 
of the Royal College of Physicians of London and Edinburgh and 

is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians, the American 
College of Gastroenterology and the American Gastroenterological 
Association. Throughout his career, Dr Camilleri has been funded by 
the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 
and the American Gastroenterological Association among others. 
Formerly, he was editor of Clinical Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
and of Neurogastroenterology and Motility and was associate editor 
of Gastroenterology. His research interest is in the field of clinical 
enteric neuroscience, the study of physiology and pathophysiology of 
human gastrointestinal motor and sensory functions and obesity and 
the development of novel therapeutic approaches for gastrointestinal 
disorders and obesity. Dr Camilleri is internationally recognised for 
his clinical contributions to gastroenterology, his extensive research 
programme and his publications in scientific literature.

Keynote Lectures
 
Carlo Agostoni

Title of Presentation 
Is Cows’ Milk Harmful for Child’s Health?

Speaker Biography 
Carlo Agostoni, Professor of Paediatrics

Chairman, Department of Paediatrics II, 
Fondazione IRCCS Cà Granda Ospedale 
Maggiore Policlinico, University of Milan, Italy

MD, Postgraduate schools in Pediatrics, Neonatology and Preventive 
Pediatrics

Since Nov. 2002, Associate Professor of Pediatrics at the University  
of Milan

Since March 1, 2008, Full Professor of Pediatrics at the University  
of Milan

Member of the Editorial Boards of the International Journals: 
Pediatric Research, Prostaglandins, Leukotrienes, and Essential Fatty 
Acids, Acta Paediatrica, and Journal of Paediatric Gastroenterology 
and Nutrition

Collaboration with international institutions 
Council Member of ESPR, 1999-2002 
Member of the Committee of Nutrition of ESPGHAN, 1998 - 2007 
EFSA advisor, starting 2008 
Member, EFSA NDA Panel, July 2010

Current area of research:  
paediatric nutrition, functional nutrients

Publications in peer reviewed journals with IF and Immediacy Index: 
N = 160 (1985-2010) – Total IF: 505



44th Annual Meeting 
of The European Society for Paediatric  

Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition

39www.espghan2011.org

IN
V

IT
ED

 S
PE

A
K
ER

S

Maria Rescigno

Title of Presentation 
Control of Intestinal Inflammation by Intestinal 
Dendritic Cells

Speaker Biography 
Maria Rescigno graduated in Biology in 1990 
at the University of Milan. From 1991 to 1994 
she worked at the University of Cambridge, 

UK, in the Department of Biochemistry, as a visiting scientist. From 
1995 to 1999, she worked at the National Research Council of Milan 
where she received her PhD in Pharmacology and toxicology in 1999. 
From 1999 to 2001 she worked at the University of Milano-Bicocca 
where she specialized in Applied Biotechnology. Since 2001 she is the 
director of the Dendritic cell biology and immunotherapy Unit at the 
Department of Experimental Oncology at the European Institute of 
Oncology, Milan Italy. She was the first to show that dendritic cells 
in the gut actively participate to bacterial take up. She authored 
more than 90 publications in high impact journals including Nature 
Immunol, Immunity, J. Exp. Med., Science TM. She was nominated 
EMBO young investigator in 2007.

 
Massimo Pinzani

Title of Presentation 
Liver Fibrosis

Speaker Biography

1979 Medical School Diploma, University of 
Florence, Italy, cum laude;

1985 Board of Internal Medicine, University of 
Florence, Italy, cum laude;

1988 Ph.D. in Clinical Pathophysiology, University of Florence, Italy.

1985-1987 Research Fellow, Division of Gastroenterology, Harbour-
U.C.L.A. Medical Centre, Torrance, California, U.S.A.

1988-1990 Post-Doctoral Fellow, Division of Nephrology, Case 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. 

2000-presentFull Professor of Medicine, Department of Internal 
Medicine, University of Florence, Italy.

2010-present Full Professor of Gastroenterology, University of 
Florence, Italy.

2009-present Adjunct Professor of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 
Department of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, 
Ohio, USA

Annual Meeting Invited Speakers
Heike Bischoff-Ferrari

Peter Durie

Walter Mihatsch

Simon Murch

Sven Pettersson

Nathalie Rommel


